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	Alesis DM Pro
 

< $459
(used)
	· Incredible depth of control 

· Fairly MIDI friendly 

· Great drum sounds 

· Great price 
	· Not as user-friendly as other modules 

· Hi-hat may need additional inputs depending on configuration 

· Not as widely supported 

· Obsolete; only available used 
	4 mono
5 dual-trigger
	6
	1,000+
	64 (editable)
	No
(uses randomization algorithm)
	Yes
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo (dual-RCA)
	No
	64 voices
	Yes (8 Mb PCMCIA)
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	

	Alesis DM5 

  

$349
	· Fairly MIDI friendly 

· Pretty good drum sounds 

· Great price 
	· Only Open/Closed hi-hat; not variable 
	12 mono
	4
	540
	21 (editable)
	No
	No
	 

	
	
	
	No
	No
	16 voices (32 with 2nd DM5)
	No
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	

	 

Alesis D4
 

<$200 (used)
 
	· Fairly MIDI friendly 

· Great drum sounds 

· Cheap trigger-to-MIDI solution 
	· Only Open/Closed hi-hat; not variable 

· Obsolete; only available used 
	12 mono
	4
(mono)
	500
	32 (preset)
32 (editable)
	No
	No
	 

	
	
	
	No
	No
	16 voices
	No
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	

	Clavia ddrum4 SE 

  

$1,049
	· Best unprocessed e-kit drum sounds available today; based on true sampled sounds 

· Downloadable samples 

· Fairly easy to use - especially for live gigs 
	· Limited MIDI architecture 

· Limited number of inputs; not expandable 
	10 mono
	6
	500
(can download others)
	73 (preset)
26 (editable)
	Yes (proprietary to Cast pads)
	Yes 

(proprietary)
	 

	
	
	
	No
	No
	 
	No
	No
	Yes
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	Roland TD-10 

+ 

Roland TDW-1 

  

$1,250
+
$269 

(TDW-1)
	· Arguably the best e-kit cymbal sounds available today (with TDW-1 installed) 

· Extremely flexible and adaptable module; large number of outputs popular for recording 
· Extremely powerful sound modeling (COSM) and effects processing 
	· Only 56-voice polyphony capability 

· Expensive 

· Now obsolete (replaced by TD-20 below) 
	11 stereo
1  dual-trigger snare (non-split able)
	4
(stereo)
	600 

(960 w/TDW-1)
	50 (editable)
	Yes
	Yes
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo
(1/4")
	20 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	56 voices
	Yes 

(proprietary) 

 
	Yes
	Yes
	 

	
	

	Roland 
TD-12
 

$1,395 (MAP) 

 
	· Same great sound quality of next-generation TD-20 module 

· COSM sound editing and modeling capability 

· Support for Roland's new VH-12 Hi-Hat and new PD-105BK/125BK dual-trigger drums 

· Six faders and an easier-to-user front panel interface 

· More sequences than TD-20 (!) 
	· No expansion or CF capability 

· Expensive compared to TD-8 module it supposedly replaced 

 
	11 dual-trigger
1 dual-trigger snare (non-split able
	4
(stereo + 2)
	560 Drum Sounds 

262 Backing
	50 (editable)
	Yes
	Yes
	6-part sequencer / 250 patterns (100 editable)

	
	
	
	Stereo
(1/4")
	20 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	64 voices
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	16 chains / 32 steps per chain

	
	

	Roland 
TD-20
 

$1,795 (MAP)
	· The replacement module for the TD-10 with over 500 new samples that are even better than its predecessor has 

· COSM capability now includes ability to specify cymbal size and "sizzle" (rivets, chain, etc.), snare buzz and even kick beater selection 

· Support for Roland's new VH-12 Hi-Hat and new PD-105BK/125BK dual-trigger drums 

· Extremely flexible and adaptable module; has COSM 

· Eight faders and an easier-to-user front panel interface 

· S/PDIF interface for digital audio processing 
	· Are there any?  (Other than affordability...) 

· It would be nice if it supported USB, FireWire and/or Lightpipe interfaces. 

 
	14 dual-trigger
1 dual-trigger snare (non-split able)
	1 Stereo (L/Mono+R)
 

8 (Direct)
	560 Drum Sounds 

262 Backing
	50 (editable)
	Yes
	Yes
	6-part sequencer / 200 patterns (100 editable)

	
	
	
	Stereo
(1/4")
	20 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	64 voices
	CompactFlash
	Yes
	Yes
	16 chains / 32 steps per chain

	

	Roland TD-8 

  

$795 (MAP)
	· Most popular and widely supported drum module on the market today 

· Extremely flexible and adaptable module; has COSM 

· Easy to use - especially for live gigs 
	· Does not support CY-15R 3-zone V-cymbal configuration 
	7 stereo
2 dual trigger
1  dual-trigger snare (non-split able)
	1 (stereo)
2 (mono)
	1,024 + 262 backing instruments & sounds
	64 (editable)
	Yes
	Yes
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo
(1/4")
	20 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	64 voices
	No
	Yes
	Yes
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	Roland TD-6V 

$495 (MAP)
	· Latest version of the second most popular and widely supported drum module on the market today (the TD-6 below) 

· Has all benefits of legacy TD-6 module below 

· All kits and backing patterns have been updated from legacy TD-6 

· Tom drum inputs are now stereo (legacy TD-6 were mono) 

· Economical -- same price as legacy TD-6 

 
	· No COSM capability 

· Single stereo output 

· User interface more cumbersome than TD-8 

 
	5 stereo
1 mono
2 dual-trigger
1 dual-trigger snare (non-split able)
	1 (stereo)
	1,024 + 262 backing instruments & sounds
	99 (editable)
	No
	Yes
	6-part sequencer with 170 preset songs + 100 user editable

	
	
	
	Stereo (mini)
	20 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	64 voices
	No
	No
	No
	No

	

	Roland TD-6 

  

$495 (MAP)
	· Second most popular and widely supported drum module on the market today 

· One of most economical modules that provides dual-trigger snare and variable hi-hat capability 

· Easy to use; popular for practice use 

· MIDI In/Out 
	· No COSM capability 

· Single stereo output 

· User interface more cumbersome than TD-8 
	5 stereo
3 mono
2 dual-trigger
1  dual-trigger snare (non-split able)
	1 (stereo)
	1,024 + 262 backing instruments & sounds
	99 (editable)
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo (mini)
	20 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	64 voices
	No
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	

	Roland TD-3 

  

$295 (MAP)
	· Fantastic, easy-to-use module for practice available at a new record low price point in the market 

· Includes popular Rhythm Coach features 

· Will support a dual-trigger snare 

· MIDI In/Out 
	· No COSM capability 

· Single stereo output 

· No sequencer or built-in song patterns 
	7 stereo
1 mono
1  dual-trigger snare (non-split able)
	1 (stereo)
	114 drum instruments
	32 (editable)
	No
	Yes
	No

	
	
	
	Stereo (mini)
	10 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	(unknown)
	No
	No
	No
	None
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	Roland TMC-6 

  

$239
	· Great relatively cheap and easy way to get more trigger inputs for additional pads and cymbals for most modules (except ddrum) 

· Supports Roland V-cymbal 3-zone ride 

· Bonehead simple to use 

· MIDI Out 
	· Must be used with a sound module; no built-in sound capabilities 
· Not enough inputs to create a full kit 
	5 stereo
1  dual-trigger snare (non-split able)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	
	
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	No
	 

	
	

	Roland TD-5 

  

<$230 

(used)
	· Relatively inexpensive module; cheap way to get variable hi-hat capability 

· Cheap way to get more trigger inputs 
	· Not enough inputs to accommodate the newer  kits 

· Dual-trigger devices use up two inputs (e.g. no dual-trigger snare input) 

· Obsolete; only available used 
	8 stereo
	2
	210
	32 (editable)
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo (mini)
	16 instruments
Variable subdivisions
and time signatures
	 
	No
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	

	Roland TD-7 

  

<$300 

(used)
	· Relatively inexpensive module; cheap way to get variable hi-hat capability 

· Supports layered sample cross-fading 

· Relatively simple to use 
	· Not as user-friendly as newer kits 

· Dual-trigger devices use up two inputs (e.g. no dual-trigger snare input) 

· Obsolete; only available used 
	9 stereo
	4 

(stereo + 2)
	512
	32 (editable)
	No
	Yes
	16-measures
24 preset patterns
24 user patterns

	
	
	
	Stereo (mini)
	5 instruments
24-260 bpm
	14
	No
	No
	Yes
	32 patches
8 chains
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	Yamaha DTXpress-II 

  

$399 

(MAP)
	· Relatively inexpensive module with variable hi-hat 

· Extremely fun module for jamming 
· Best built-in groove tracks available in an e-kit today 

· Groovecheck feature 
	· Hi-hat is proprietary; requires an adapter if using a Roland-style pedal 
	8 stereo
1 dual-trigger
	1 (stereo)
	1,000
	48 (preset)
32 (editable)
	No
	Yes 

(proprietary)
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo
	Yes
	 
	No
	No
	No
	 

	
	

	Yamaha DTXpress-I 

  

<$300 

(used)
	· Relatively inexpensive module with variable hi-hat 

· Extremely fun module for jamming 
· Outstanding built-in groove tracks available in an e-kit today 
	· Dual-trigger devices use up two inputs (e.g. no dual-trigger snare input) 

· Hi-hat is proprietary with only open/half/closed positions; requires a Yamaha hi-hat pedal. 

· Obsolete; only available used 
	8 stereo
1 dual-trigger
	1 (stereo)
	1,044
	48 (preset)
32 (editable)
	No
	Yes 

(proprietary)
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo
	 
	 
	No
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	

	Yamaha DTXtreme 

  

<$600 

(used; rare)
	· Inputs, inputs, inputs -- wow! 

· Lots of outputs 

· Least expensive module in its class 

· Groovecheck feature 
	· Hi-hat is proprietary; requires an adapter if using a Roland-style pedal 

· Obsolete; only available used 
	8 mono
8 dual-trigger
	2 (stereo)
6 (mono)
	1,757
	90 (preset)
40 (editable)
	Yes
	Yes 

(proprietary)
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo
	 
	64 voices
	Yes (4 Mb)
	No
	Yes
	 

	
	

	Yamaha DTX 2.0 

  

<$320 

(used)
	· Relatively inexpensive module with variable hi-hat 

· One of most fun modules for jamming 
· Best built-in groove tracks available in an e-kit today; nice display of groove tracks in progress 
	· Dual-trigger devices use up two inputs (e.g. no dual-trigger snare input) 

· Hi-hat is proprietary; requires an adapter if using a Roland-style pedal 

· Obsolete; only available used 
	8 stereo
2 dual-trigger
	4 (stereo)
	1,044
	32 (preset)
32 (editable)
	No
	Yes 

(proprietary)
	 

	
	
	
	Stereo
	 
	32 voices
	No
	No
	Yes
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